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NOTICE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOP
- --

SALINITY ISSUES IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY

Wednesday, November 16,2005 -1:00 pm.

Coastal Hearing Room

Joe Serna Jr ./Cal/EP A Building

1001 I Street

Sacramento, California

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) is holding a Public Workshop on
Salinity Issues in the Central Valley. The Workshop will be held at the time and place above.

This Workshop is for information gathering only. Interested parties are invited to provide
comments and recommendations on managing salinity problems in surface water and
groundwater in the Central Valley.

BACKGROUND

Salt accumulation (salinization) in surface water and groundwater in the Central Valley is a
natural process inherent to lands with semi-arid to arid climates and enclosed basins, or reduced

or impeded drainage. Salinization of surface water and groundwater can impact and eventually
eliminate most beneficial uses. Salinization can be exacerbated by a wide variety of human
activities including irrigation, importation of surface water, application of fertilizer (including

manure and biosolids) and pesticides, land disposal of wastes including those from food

processing facilities, wineries, and municipal wastewater treatment plants, discharge of urban
storm water runoff, and use of recycled wastewater.

The salinity impairment of surface water and groundwater in the Central Valley is a subset of a
more far-reaching problem shared by most of California, other arid western states, and much of
the developed world. As surface water and groundwater supplies become scarcer, and as

wastewater streams become more concentrated, salinity impairments are occurring with greater

frequency and magnitude. These impairments will not be resolved by purely technical solutions.

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) staff

will review for the State Water Board the present policies regarding salt control and discuss the
need to strengthen salt control policies. Central Valley Water Board staff will also brief the

State Water Board on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared by the

* This item will not be heard before 1 :00 p.m.

California Environmental Protection Agency
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